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SANTA CRUZ, CA – Mimi Cahalan, a local artist, was selected to create a 32 feet long, 7 feet 

high exterior artwork for the new Starbucks located at the corner of Ocean and Water Streets in 

Santa Cruz, California. The abstract design, located on the southwest corner, depicts sea life and 

the power of ocean waters. 

 

“I wanted to interpret our own Monterey Bay ocean and sea life for this installation,” said Cahalan.  

“The movement of the ocean is depicted in the rhythm of the shapes, rather than in the water itself. 

That's very different from my initial design for the mural, and more natural to me. The five kelp 

groupings characterize our special sea environment. The rest of the shapes express the various, and 

sometimes mysterious, sea life still being discovered in our unique bay. Abstract whitecap and 

wave shapes show up sprinkled throughout the length of the mural." 

 

Cahalan will be hosting a celebratory viewing of the piece, entitled, 

Ocean Waters on Sunday, September 24, from Noon–2:30 pm, at 

the location. The piece was installed earlier, on August 31st. 

Cahalan requests that guests coming to view the painting park off-

site, as parking in the Starbucks parking lot is limited. 

 

In September 2016 Justine Hewitt, Design Program Manager, Store 

Design Norcal, Starbucks, researched local Santa Cruz artists for 

someone who would be the right fit to create an exterior mural for 

Starbucks’ new Santa Cruz location. Hewitt was impressed by 

Cahalan’s work and the her previously installed large outdoor piece 

in 2009 for a building located in downtown Santa Monica. 

 

"We initially reached out to Mimi Cahalan not just as a local artist 

but because her work is evocative and timeless in a way that both 

suits our brand and the building design," said Hewitt. "Working 

with Mimi was refreshingly easy. She did an amazing job 

communicating her design aesthetic and vision in a way that was 

personal but open to collaboration…" 

 
Ultimately, Cahalan was hired to create the mural by Engstrom Properties, Inc. who developed the 

property for Starbucks, and on whose building this mural is installed. Cahalan’s design also 

required approval by the Planning Department of the City of Santa Cruz. Beth Tobey offered 

welcome support in her role as city Arts Program Manager. 



 

Although the mural is characteristic of her other work, Cahalan also cites, as wonderful inspiration 

for this project, the sea life posters that, in publishing a comprehensive chart of ocean animals, only 

minimally attempt to show their sizes relative to each other in order to get them all on the sheet. 

The project took 5 months to design and fabricate. Working in her 20’ by 23’ Santa Cruz studio, 

Cahalan made the 32’ wide and 7’ high continuous acrylic design on 8 Dibond panels. The thin 

panels, placed side-by-side vertically, create a continuous clean design compatible with the clean 

lines of the new Starbucks building.  The design wraps around; the first 8' of the piece is on the 

west wall, then the mural wraps sharply at the southwest edge of the building to continue the other 

24’ for a total size of 32’. 

 

"I enjoy doing large-scale pieces," said Cahalan. "My artwork typically ranges up to only 4 by 8 feet. 

Creating on a much larger scale requires different skills materially and artistically, which interests 

me. Also, designing for the corner turn that the mural takes in this project added a fun element. 

Making publicly available art lets me share with so many people; it's always exciting when the 

artwork goes up in the spot it was designed for. That part's very fun." 

 

Cahalan’s technique for this project: 

Color being critical, Cahalan painted the 4 feet long 1/8 design mock-up using the same pigments 

she applied on the final piece. To transfer the design to the final size, Cahalan enlarged the mock-

up to 800% using blueprint services, 3 sheets per panel. Having worked out the shapes, she 

duplicated them exactly. Once she outlined the shapes on the panels, Cahalan masked out each 

color with tape and Friskit to paint them (36 colors in all), keeping the hard edge that she typically 

uses. Cahalan had to make sure that the sides and angles on each shape played dynamically against 

the shapes around it in a way that contributed to the undulating movement along the whole 

painting. To ensure that some of the shapes pop out from the background, Cahalan outlined them. 

She sometimes let the line drift away from the shape, to give some looseness to the design. 

 

Cahalan’s background: 

Cahalan lives in Santa Cruz, California, where she works on her art, both wall pieces and stand-

alone constructions.  She holds a B.A. in Art from San Jose State University and a M.Ed. in Art 

from the University of Washington. Cahalan, a professional artist since 1978 and a frequent Santa 

Cruz County Open Studios participant, has had group and solo shows in the Santa Cruz, Santa Fe, 

San Francisco Bay Area, and Philadelphia. Cahalan’s website is www.mimicahalan.com. 

 

Press Packets: 

Press packets will be available at the September 24 event, or by contacting Cahalan at 

mimicahalan@gmail.com. Media and gallery representatives are also welcome to meet with and/or 

talk to the artist by special appointment. 

 

For Additional Information: 

Contact Mimi Cahalan at PH 831-278-2358 and mimi@mimicahalan.com 

Website: www.MimiCahalan.com 
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